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Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held at the Hawkchurch Village Hall on Tuesday 19th May 2026, commencing at 7.45pm
Present: Cllr’s J Baker (Chairman), D Searle T Greenshields, J Dobson, , K Goaman and Z Gage.
In Attendance: The Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe), Cllr Mackinder and five members of the public.
	329
	Election of Chairman

Cllr J Baker was elected as chairman for the ensuing civic year


	330
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Baker made her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Proper Officer, Mr J Vanderwolfe

	331
	Election of Vice Chairman

Cllr T Greenshields was elected as Vice chairman

	332
	Appointment to Outside Bodies 

Church: Cllr Baker
Village Hall: Cllr D Searle
Community Shop: Cllr T Greenshields
Devon Association of Local Councils: Cllr J Dobson
P3 (Footpaths) Liz Daros and Biddy Shannon.



	333
	Apologies
Cllr S Bartlett and Cllr P Hayward


	334
	Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct

None made


	335
	Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 17th of March, having been previously circulated; were agreed as a true record



	336
	Matters Arising 
No items

	337
	Democratic Period
No items raised


	338
	County Council Report
Cllr P Hayward had forwarded his apology

	339

	District Council Report
Cllr Mackinder had made a report to the Annual Parish Meeting, which had preceded this meeting. He had discussed the Local Plan Review and the Government reorganisation, to which a decision is expected by the Government in July.


	340
	Accounts for Ratification
The following accounts were ratified: 
Total Energy
110.07
SW Water
60.84
HMRC PAYE
226.00
Daisy Day
48.50
HisCox Insurance
1100.39
1535.80


	341
	Financial Update
The financial update sheet was agreed.  The bank reconciliation as of the 19th of May 2026 was £31,511.73.


	342
	Annual Governance Statement 2026
The Annual Governance Statement was agreed


	343
	Annual Accounting Statement 2026

The annual Accounting Statement was agreed

	344
	Exemption from External Audit

Members agreed that the council qualified for an exemption from a full external audit

	345
	Council Website and Gov Emails
Members had been circulated with a very detailed report by Dr Ann Nolan. It was recommended that we change the site to Parish Online. The subscription would be £350 plus Vat per year. It was further recommended that hawkchurchparish.gov.uk  be used and that the hosting of the old domain site, including renewal fee, be included for three years.


	346
	Planning Applications 
There was a planning application for a discharge of a condition to Stonebarrow Solar Farm. This application did not require a response.]


	347
	Determinations  
Stonebarrow Lodge: permission not required
Appledore Cottage for outbuildings: Approved

Beechgrove Farm. Access track. Approved

Langmore Farm. Retention of windows: Approved  



	348
	Neighbourhood Plan

 An update had been presented to the earlier meeting

	349
	Highways and Rights of Way
A number of ditches and grips had been cleared. There is a water leak near the pub. A problem with the surface at the playing field is being dealt with.


	350
	Items of Urgency

The police had visited the parish Complaints regarding speeding had been noted.

	351
	Closing of Meeting 

The chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.20pm


	352
	Next Meeting:
Tuesday 21st July at 7pm



Signature     ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date             --------------------------------
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