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Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held at the Hawkchurch Village Hall on Tuesday 21st July commencing at 8pm 
Present: Cllr’s T Grrenshields  (Chairman), D Searle , S Bartlett,  J Dobson,  K Goaman and Z Gage.
In Attendance: The Clerk (Mr J Vanderwolfe), Cllr Mackinder, Cllr P Hayward and one member of the public
	353
	Apologies
Cllr J Baker


	354
	Declarations of Interest under the Code of Conduct

None made


	355
	Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 19th May 2026, having been previously circulated; were agreed as a true record



	356
	Matters Arising 
The clerk went through some of the items raised at the recent assets committee
The clerk had attended a Teams briefing earlier that evening organised by East Devon District Council. The meeting had been arranged following the announcement by the Government of the setting up of four Unitary Councils for Devon from 2027. Hawkchurch would be in the Devon Council Unitary.


	357
	Democratic Period
No items raised


	358
	County Council Report
Cllr Hayward Spoke about the reorganisation from 2028. There would be a shadow council formed from April 2027, ready for implementation from April 2028.

	359

	District Council Report
Cllr Mackinder also spoke about the changes from 2028. There will  also be changes to the way in which planning is delegated in the future, and it is at present unclear what influence parish councils will have on some planning applications in the future.
There will be an emergency Briefing film at the Guildhall on the 3rd August.

	360
	Accounts for Ratification
The following accounts were ratified: 
Total Energy
112.99
Smith of Derby 385.20
Community Council
50.00
Axminster Town Council 
Axminster Town Council
259.20
301.20
Gallagher Insurance
1100.39
Total £2,800.94
Daisy Day
33.33
DALC
253.05
HMRC PAYE
225.80
SW Water 
79.78


	361
	Financial Update
The financial update sheet was agreed.  The bank reconciliation as of the 5th July 2026 was £29,445.60


	362
	Internal Audit Report

The report had been circulated and was agreed.

	363
	Council Website and Gov Emails
Members had now received their Gov email address, and most had now registered it.

	364
	Neighbourhood Plan

Cllr Dobson circulated a paper showing what had been achieved, and what actions were still required. 



	365
	Planning Applications 
No applications to be dealt with at this meeting


	366
	Determinations  
  None listed 


	367
	Highways and Rights of Way
Hedges had been cut back. County Council had arrived after work had been completed.

There had been a complaint from a lady about some wood from branches that had been thrown into her garden. It was understood that she felt the council should repay her for its removal. There was no indication that a member of the council had done this; so the request was denied. 


	368
	Items of Urgency

Nil

	369
	Closing of Meeting 

The chairman declared the meeting closed at 9pm


	370
	Next Meeting:
Tuesday 15th September 2026 at 7pm



Signature     ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Date             --------------------------------
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